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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Merri Dee, Director of Community Relations,
cel ebrates over 25 years at Chicago's WG\N-TV, Channel Ni ne;

and

WHEREAS, Merri Dee serves as |iaison between WON-TV and
community organizations, ensuring the station serves the
needs of the diverse coverage areas and represents Tribune
Conpany nationally; as the nmanager of WENTV Children's
Charities, a fund of the McCorm ck Tribune Foundation, over
21 mllion dollars have been raised and donated to not for

profit organi zations, focusing on children's issues; and

WHEREAS, Merri Dee began her career in 1966 as a radio
personality, and quickly noved to WaN-TV as a newscaster and

tal k radi o host; and

WHEREAS, Merri Dee is known for her extensive charitable
wor k and her commtnment to social service; she is a
nationally recogni zed notivational speaker and is in constant
demand as a t oast m stress, panel i st noder at or , and
fund-raising strategist while also hosting a variety of

tel evi sion specials; and

WHEREAS, Merri Dee has made the welfare of children
waiting to be adopted in Illinois her pet project; Governor
Ryan comrended her and WGN-TV for increasing the nunber of
adoptions in the State of Illinois over 50 percent; nost
recently, she was selected by the U S. Secretary of Health
and Human Services for the 2001 Adoption Excellence Award for
her excepti onal wor k and acconplishnments in creating

per manency for children who wait in foster care; and

WHEREAS, A strong believer in education, Merri Dee has
hosted the United Negro College Fund' s national "Evening of

Stars", serving two years as the "volunteer"” assisting in
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raising over 20 mllion dollars for student schol arships; and

WHEREAS, Merri Dee is one of the founders of "Athletes
for a Better Education", where she worked wth high school
athletes, their parents, coaches educators, and other sports
representatives; six of these athletes are professional

basket bal | players, coaches, or managers; and

WHEREAS, Merri Dee is <considered both uni que and
courageous because of her strength to survive gunshot wounds

to the head when she and a tel evision guest were kidnapped

from the television station; |obbying State and city
politicians, she assisted in the passage of Illinois" first
Victims Bill of R ghts legislation that has served as the

nodel for the United States of America; today she travels
nati onw de sharing her w sdom and vision on how "A Victim

Becomes a Survivor"; and

VWHEREAS, Merri Dee is the recipient of nunerous awards,
including: AT&T's "Qutstanding Media Person", the Chicago
Boards of Education's "Volunteer of the Year Award", the
National Conmunity to Prevent Child Abuse's "The Nati onal
Voi ce Award", and the North Anerican Council on Adopted
Children's "Adoption Activist"”; in addition, she received the
"Adoption Spokesperson Award" fromthe Adoption Information
Center of Illinois, the Child Care Association of Illinois,
One Church One Child, and the Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services; she al so recei ved t he " Qut st andi ng
Leadership Award" fromthe YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago, the
"Woman of the Year" award from Today's Chicago Wman News,
the "Mentor's Award"” from Mercedes Benz and Chi cago Magazi ne,
the "Community Service Award" from the National Bapti st
Institute, the "Lifetine Silver Crcle" award from the
Chi cago Acadeny of TV Arts and Sciences, the "Lifetinme
Achi everent Award" fromthe University of Illinois Center on

Wnen and Gender, the "Gacie Allen Award" for her TV
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Adoption Canpaign fromthe National Association of Anerican
Wnen in Radio and TV, and she was presented wth an Honorary

Doctorate Degree fromLew s University; and

WHEREAS, Merri Dee serves on the boards of several
organi zations including: Ronald MDonald House Charities,
Associ ated Col l eges of Illinois, Adoptions Unlimted, Junior
Achi evenent, the Gateway Charitable Foundation, National Tree
Trust Foundation, and the Chinese Anerican Service League;
she continues to serve on the Illinois Attorney General's
Violent Crime Victinmse Commssion and the States Attorney's

Advi sory Counsel on Viol ence; and

WHEREAS, On May 22, 2002, the Joint Civic Commttee of
Italian Americans wll honor Merri Dee and present her with
the 31st Annual Dante Award in recognition of her outstanding
contri bution, dedi cati on, and i nspiration in t he

communi cations field; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Merri Dee of WoGNTV on receiving the 31st
Annual Dante Award in recognition of her dedication, service,

and inspiration in the communication field; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Merri Dee as an expression of our esteem
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